The Editor,

The Sunday Independent,

Middle Abbey Street,

Dublin 1.

19 October 2009

Dear Sir,

I notice on the front page of this Sunday’s edition October the 18th that your correspondent Mr. Barry Egan gives a very powerful and moving description of the funeral service for Stephen Gately. I very much welcome the fact that he suggests that there was full official recognition of Mr. Gately’s partner. This was certainly not evident from anything I saw on television including statements of sympathy by various leaders of politics and society some. Those that I saw never mentioned his partner at all and spoke only of family, surviving members of the band and his friend and manager Louis Walsh. This was in marked contrast to the occasion many years ago when Michael MacLiammoir died. In those days homosexual behaviour between males was still a criminal offence but nevertheless that great and gallant man the late President Cearbhaill O’Dálaigh walked across at the grave side, stretched out his hand to Hilton Edwards, Michael’s bereaved partner, and said “I am sorry for your trouble Hilton”. Everybody in Ireland saw that on television and knew what it meant. It was the traditional greeting to the widow or widower. 

Another thing that caught my attention was the very strange comment that “Bertie Ahern was there. And he was entitled to be. Not just because Stephen was a constituent but because no politician did more to further the cause of civic partnerships.” Really? Perhaps Mr. Egan would elaborate further. I put the first civic partnership bill before the Senate over five years ago and dealt with Mr. Ahern consistently on the issue. I have to strain my memory to recall one thing he did to advance the cause. All that was evident at the level of political reality was fudge, stalling and delay. Bertie Ahern kicked this troublesome matter into every known, unknown, known unknown and unknown know committee in the country. Of course he did say some very positive things about the need for absolute equality regardless of sexual orientation. However while he talked the talk he certainly did not walk the walk as far as I am concerned. Moreover it was his government in the person of the then Minister Mary Coghlan who actually reversed the decision of the Equality Authority in the matter of travel rights for gay partners in order to continue to discriminate against them. 
Yours sincerely,

_________________

Senator David Norris  

