The Editor,

The Irish Times,

Tara Street,

Dublin 2.

27 October 2009 

Madam,

I am delighted Fintan O’Toole has joined the debate on the Abbey Theatre and the GPO. That should certainly stir things up! First of all may I say I admire greatly the headline, which I think put Fintan’s position very clearly (or as clearly as a confused position can be put) “Finding a new stage for the Abbey is not a question of location”. This I suppose is where post modernism leads us. After the end of history now we are treated to the end of geography - finding a place is not about location. Well well! I’m sorry to be so old fashioned but I rather thought it was.

Of course I have to acknowledge that Fintan O’Toole did score a bit of a hit noticing that I referenced the Countess Kathleen instead of Cathleen Ní Houlihan. Even as a student I always mixed the titles up. However it doesn’t alter the sense of the argument and Fintan like all the rest of your readers presumably had no difficulty knowing to which curtain line I was referring. 

However my little slip of the pen appeared to be nothing compared to Yeat’s crimes. According to Fintan he apparently plagiarised, stole the credit from Lady Gregory and in any case it was all “bluster”. If Yeats can be impugned then who am I to stand immune?
One thing I do agree with and that is that the theatre should continue to be subversive. I am surprised that Fintan O’Toole cannot see how very subversive it would be to stage O’Casey’s great trilogy on the anniversary of the Rising especially with the ironic treatment of Pearse himself. Of course Mr. O’Toole is much more radical than I could ever be. He appears to want to evict the Abbey Theatre players altogether onto the side of the road and deprive them of a local habitation and a name. I’m not sure I would be happy with that. Of course I can’t speak for the players but I doubt if they 
would be too comfortable either. This is not to say that there should not be a touring company. Of course there should, but Fintan O’Toole should remember that eviction is a dirty word in Ireland. Anyway let’s have a good row (but what a pity the late Sean O’Casey isn’t here himself to stir it up, and then we can get on with moving the Abbey into the GPO. 

Yours sincerely,

_________________

Senator David Norris

