The Sunday Tribune,

27-32 Talbot Street,

Dublin 1.

27 October 2009

Dear Sir/Madam,

I was very interested in your detailed two page spread about Seanad members’ expense claims. My interest was heightened by the fact that it was illustrated by a photograph of my good self high-kicking on the plinth of Leinster House. I wonder why in the circumstances when you came to acknowledge that “the best known Senators made the lowest claims” you listed all my independent colleagues and then returned to point out that Senators O’Toole and Ross had each claimed less than a 100,000 in the four years which you described as a comparatively small amount. Yet you scrupulously avoided any mention of my good self.  Did it escape your attention that I had claimed substantially less even than these two Senators? 

I am all in favour of investigative journalism but I do think it should be thorough. The fact that your column indicating Senate expenses 2005 – 2008 actually contained figures of very different complexion is very confusing to the ordinary reader and in fact rather a slip-shod method of presentation. Some like myself were assessed over the whole period 05 – 08, some from 05 – 07 and some from 07 – 08. The obvious and fair thing to do would have been to average these and present an annualised figure for each Senator. This would allow clear and direct comparison. The list could then have been rated not alphabetically but in terms of amount claimed. But of course then you would have seen that I was once more at the very lowest level of claimant.

In the old days your paper and others used to go beyond the sensationalist and really assess what bang the Irish taxpayer got for his or her buck. This was done by calculating the volume of contribution per session of each Senator, attendance figures, voting figures, attendance at Committees of which individual Senators were members etc. I can assure you that were you to attempt this task you might find some curious and surprising information and I challenge you so to do. 

Yours sincerely,

_________________

Senator David Norris 

